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POETS, DRAMATISIS, AND NOVELISTS, 
AND A 
GLANCE AT TRAGIC ACTORS. 
The poet is assuredly the great preacher. 
In the page of the truly inspired man, no ' 
narrow sactarianism, no fanaticism, and no | 
doubt can find place; and therefore poetry | 
claims to rank above every other human po- 
wer. In the dark time when we are so afflicted 
we can hardly look up; in the hour of pain and 
woe, poetry steals over the spirit, and breathes 
peace and patience; for the highest poetry 
is in fact religion, whether it be uttered by 
man or God, on earth or in the stars. And 
the dramatist, who has to deal with our strong 
human passions, if he really be a dramatist 
in the highest sense, gives us therein glimpses 
of the Divine, by shewing what our natures 
are, and that in spite of our weakness, we are 
spirits of God. The vocation of the novelist 
has hitherto been lower. There has been no 
very great novelist, compared with Shakspere. 
who towers above dramatic poets indeed as wel! 
as every other writer. Aficr Shakspere, we 
have Homer, Dante, Sophocles, and Oschylus, 
and equally below them, Virgil, Euripides, &c. 
Is any novelist to be named even with these 
last? Cervantes, Scott, and Fielding were men 
of genius and great talent, and may be read 
more than the greatest of the authors above 
named, except Shakspere; but not being 
pocts, not uttering great truths (for Cervantes 
can hardly be said to do this) they have more 
to do with the human than the divine. But 
others, not without fame, are still below Cer- 
vantes and Scott, because they have less of the 
ideal. Such authors as Goldsmith, Thackeray, 
and the comic writers generally do not appeal 
to the imagination and the intellect, and not be- 
ing poets and philosophers cannnot penetrate 
beneath life’s surface. To those however 
who admire humour and pathos they will always 
be delightful, from their freshness, originality, 
and graphic skill, Again, there is another 





class who merely write to amuse (such authors 
as Barricault and Albert Smith) inferior still. 
Lastly, we have the scribblers whose name is 
legion, small farce writers without a spark of 
real wit or comic perception, whose produc- 
tions live for a season, and then are seen no 
more. The tragic actor, although of course 
greatly beneath the poet, is as much above a 
disher-up of garbled translations as Andes is 
higher than Primrose Hill. A tragedian of 
genius is very rare, and if we have three great 
performers in a generation it is well. There 
are however many gradvs of good actors ;_ the 
best of those merely good—a grade below Ma- 
cready and cqual to Phelps, such as C. Kem- 
ble, Young, and Elliston, never excite wonder, 
but satisfy and please. ‘The good, second- 
rate actors—for instance men like the late S. 
Butler, careful and scholarly, reach the nega- 
tive merit of not offending in great parts. 
Then come the respectables—men who do not 
know what genius means, but who are pains- 
taking and not ridiculous, if they do not at- 
tempt first business; and lastly those who 
are decent in third-rate parts, poor in second- 
rate, and simply atrocious and unendurable in 
Hamlet, Lear, and Macbeth. Why such men 
as these—we will mention no names, should 
be so often attempting Shakspere is a miracle, 
If they could know the figure they cut on the 
stage they would remember what Macécth says 
about “vaulting ambition.” These cursory 
remarks are intended to be illustrative of the 
fact that genius may have degrees as well as 
talent, but can never be born of the earth; 
and in proportion as it draws aside the veil 
between the visible and the invisible it approx- 
imates to what is eternal in essence. In a 
physical age like that of Homer there may— 
there must be less of spiritual suggestion than 
that which has produced a Miss Barrett and a 
Marston, yet even then genius will exalt the 
imagination and appeal to the depths of the soul 
which, without inspiration, to excite them sleep. 
R.W.1.B. 
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METROPOLITAN THEATRES, 





DRURY LANE. 

On Monday last, Schiller’s tragety ‘‘ Fiesco 
or the Revolt of Genoa,” was produced for 
the first time. Great care and expense has 
been gone to in the production of this play ; 
the scenery is most elaborate and striking, and | 
is remarkably well painted; the dresses and | 
appointments are splendid in the extreme. 
The plot is so well known that it is superflu- 
ous to go into it in ourcolumns. Mr. Ander- 
son who enacted the principal character Fiesco, 
played with unremitting attention throughout, | 
and deserves much credit for his masterly per- 
sonation of so arduous a character—and al- 
though he was labouring under indisposition 
with a severe hoarseness—he sustained the 
character admirably. Mr. Vandenhoff made 
an efficient Verrina; we could wish this actor 
was not quite so prosy, his efforts would have 
much greater effect. Miss Addison is quite 
unequal to do justice to such a part as Leonora, 
she does not possess the physique required, 
and her mannerism is becoming daily more 
so. Everything she doesis the same ; and she 
distorts her features to such an extent that to 
look at her face when speaking is quite dis- 
aurecble. Emery played a Turkish Moor with 
good effect; the other characters were respect- 

ily represented ; the play will bear curtail- 
ment. The house was crammed in every 
PRINCESS’S 

The opera of * Andorre” which has been 
played at the St. James’ Theatre, has been 
produced with every success at this house. 
Mr. Loder has shewn very great skill and judg- 
ment in the getting up of the opera. Messrs, 
Harrison, Ailen, and Weiss, deserve particular 
mention, giving the concerted music with ex- 
cellent effect ; but we think the female artists 
bear the palm in the execution of the music. 
Miss Louisa Pyne sustained the part of the 
affectionate Rose de Mai with interesting sim- 
plicity, and sang the pleasing music of the 
part with infinite taste and most attractive 
artlessness. The warm applause bestowed 
upon her was only a just tribute to her great 
talent as a vocalist. One of the best sustained 
characters in the opera was the coquettish 
Georgette, by Madlle. Nau, who sang with 
great spirit, and altogether acquitted herself 
with great eclat. We can strongly recommend 
our readers to witness the performance of this 





production, 


OLYMPIC. 

Mr. G. V. Brooke made his first appear- 
ance here on Monday last, in the part of Othello. 
Such was the anxiety to witness this talented 
actor’s performance of this part, that immedi- 
ately the doors were opened the house was 
densely filled in every part. Mr. Brooke was 
in excellent voice and played with his wonted 
freshness, which gave evident proofs of his 
superiority over every other actor of the pre- 
sent day in this arduous character. Mr. Da- 
venport played Jago for the first time to a 
London audience, and acquitted himself with 
much effect. The Desdemona of Mrs. Mowatt 
was acharming and chaste performance, and 
met with enthusiastic applause. The other 
characters were effectively represented and the 
play altogether gave evident satisfaction, 

SADLER’S WELLS. 

“Henry the Eight,” the “ Hunchback,” 
and the ‘‘ Honeymoon’’ have been played du- 
ring the week. We have spoken favorably of 
each of the two first named, and we must not 
pass over the “Honeymoon.” The excellence 
of the Duke Aranza of Mr. Phelps’ is well 
known as also Hoskin’s Rolando; would we 
could say as much for the other dramatis per- 
sone. Miss Fitzpatrick is not equal to the 
character of Juliana though she deserves our 
praise for doing her best. The favorite parts 
of Volante and Zamora were played by Miss 
Murray and Miss Bassano. Miss Bassano’s 
voice is so weak that she rarely makes an im- 
pression, while Miss Murray is but a sorry 
substitute in a character that is peculiarly 
fitted for Miss Fitzpatrick. The career of the 
pantomime closses this week, among the nu- 
merous things worth noticing, we have hitherto 
forgot to mention the neat impersonation of 
Folly by a youndg lady of the name of Austin. 

BRITANNIA SALOON. 

We dropped in here on Saturday evening to 
have a look at what was going forward, and 
we found the curtain raised for the representa- 
tion of “* The White Slave,” Mrs. B. Ware 
personating the heroine, which she did in a 
most true and pathetic manner. Old Marsh 
the miser, was played by Mr. Broughton with 
admirable tact and precision, indeed we think 
this gentleman’s personation of old men are 
among his best performances. Mr. Sawford’s 
“make-up” as Martin, a returned convict, 
was most complete, he looked the character to 
perfection. Mr. Carles as John Snaggles 
with a number aliasses, and Mr. Rogers as 
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Tom Manchels played in that quaint and pecu- 
liar manner only known to themselves. In- 
spector Green four.d a good representative in 
Mr. Pitt. We would speak favourably of 
Miss M. Borrow as Susan, a pretty looking 
pert laundry maid, and Miss Hamilton as 
Mrs. Mitchell, the widow. The other charac- 
ters in their several parts were above medio- 
crity. The still attractive pantomime of “ Old 
Bogey”’ followed which seems to please the 
younger portion of the audience mightily. 
Mrs. Lane as Magino looks as fresh and quite 
as enchanting as ever she did. Mrs. Gaston 
as Aquina and Miss M. Borrow as Aurino 
look as much like fairies as it is possible for 
any mortal to look. We do not know the 
name of the person who arranged the ballet 
department of this pantomime but whoever he 
is, he is entitled to great praise for the grace- 
ful groupings, &c. which are most elfectually 
executed by the well tutored ladies of the 
corps de ballet. The drama of * David Hunt” 
concluded; Mr. Fredericks taking the part of 
David. The house was literally crammed, and 
we are sure that Mr. Lane must be reaping 
a golden harvest. 
STANDARD. 

Crowded houses nightly attest the unlimited 
satisfaction experienced by the public, at the 
fare provided for their especial amusement. 
“‘ Harlequin and the Magic Tea Pot,” still con- 
tinues its truly triumphant career of success. 
On Saturday next we are promised a new do- 
mestic drama to be called the ‘ Seasons,” for 
the production of which we hear great prepa- 
rations are being made. 

CITY OF LONDON. 

There has been no change here since our 
last; the house continuing to be extremely 
well attended: Mr. Howard’s performance in 
the first drama is spirited and effective, indeed 
the whole piece is well sustained, not forget- 
ting the part of the boy so ably personated by 
Mrs. E. F. Saville. 

QUEEN'S. 

The entertainments provided here are as 
usual varied and agreeable. Several dramas 
the property of Mr. Conquest, have been 
acted during the last few days, including one 
entitled the ‘‘ Farm Servant,” which appears 
to please. The pantomime continues its suc- 
cessful career and is nightly received with up- 
roarious laughter. 





The Glee Ciub will hold their first meeting at the 
Freemasons’ Tavern, on Saturday, the {th instant. 


CASINO DE VENISE, 
HIGH HOLBORN, 
This place of amusement is so respectably 
conducted that the most fastidious cannot fajl 
to be pleased on spending an evening here ; 
in our advertising columns, will be found a no- 
tice of an entertainment which takes place on 
Thursday next, the 7th, a grand Bal Masque 
a la Jullien: we can vouch for the quality of 
the refreshments being first rate and certainly 
reasonable in the extreme. We quite agree 
with the proprietors as regards their notice of 
particular characters, it appears that of Clown 
or Pantaloon will not be admitted ; persons 
who attempt these characters if they keep up 
the fun, frequently take liberties with the fe- 
male portion of the audience, and very often 
give offence unintentionally. If the charac- 
ters-are not kept up to the life, then, indeed, 
nothing can be worse or more dull than to see 
persons dressed in such a motley manner 
without creating the usual merriment. 
MADAME WARTON’S 
CLASSICAL EXHIBITION, 

WALHALLA, LEICESTER SQUARE. 

Notwithstanding the taste for exhibitions 
of this class is on the decline, yetthe very su- 
perior style in which Madame Wharton’s en- 
tertainment is presented to the public, attracts 
avery large audience at each performance ; 
the fair lessee herself appears in almost every 
piece; her solo representations of Diana, 
Bacchauti, and other antiques are exquisitely 
sustained; and when viewing the different 
groups represented by the admirable artistes 
of the troupe, we feel that we are indeed 
gazing on the living sketches of the greatest 
masters themselves; to give only an outline 
of the various assumptions, would be to occupy 
more than our limited space will admit; we 
therefore can only strongly advise our readers 
to pay an early visit to this interesting exhi- 
bition. 

DRAMATIC INSTITUTE, 
GoUGH STREET. 

The performances for last Friday were to 
have been ‘ Hamlet,” and ‘* Don Cesar de 
Bazan,” but the “ Honeymoon,” was substi- 
tuted for the latter. A gentleman Mr. 
O’Neil, who we are informed hasseen a little 
service in the provinces, wore the ‘inky 
cloak.” We are inclined to think it must be 
his first appearance in that part if not we can- 
not say much for his progress in the country, 
he has very little disposition to vary his deli- 





very, and only departs from one monotonous 
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tone to degenerate into a rant ; his last scene 
was hisbest. Mr. Carter’s Polonius was good. 
The King wanted more stamina, and should 
have changed places with the stout Laertes, 
who at times practised those movements of the 
head and throat that Harlequins frequently 
indulge in, but we must not scold him, for 
many do not even attempt to illustrate their 
position, Mr. Percival’s Osrick met with a 
flattering reception. Horatio and the Ghost, 
deserve a word of praise. Miss Baddely sus- 
tained the Queen, a character rather out of 
her line. The great part of the piece was 
Miss Lansdowne’s Ophelia, which was suffi- 
ciently good to merit a place in a professional 
performance. Between the plays a Mr. 
Crousy came on for a song, and was so carried 
away by the ironical enthusiasm, that his pri- 
mitive simplicity induced him to attempt a 
repetition ofthe dose. Inthe ‘ Honeymoon,” 
Mr. Howell was the Duke Aranza, though 
with little effect; Mr. Milford the Mentalban 
played with much discrimination. The Ro- 
lando was a very flat mortal, so vapid that no 
Zamora would sigh for him, much less go to 
the expense of a pair of inexpressibles to be- 
come his page. Miss Barnett formed an ex- 
cellent conception of Juliana, Miss Baddely 
an attractive Zamora, and Miss Ellis a care- 
less Volante. Should the comedy be repeated 
we should recommend Miss Baddely to play 
Volante and Jenny Marsh Zamora, 








CORRESPONDENCE, 


Norice.—The history of the “ Princess’s Theatre”’ 
will appear in our next. This will be followed 
immediately by that of the “ Queens.”’ 

Leoitimatu.—If you want to find which is the 
best actor, go oftener, and see them both in many 
parts: you will not find Mr. Anderson’s Huon 
better than Phelps’ Richelieu, nor Anderson’s 
Master Walter worse than Phelps’ Claude Mel- 
notte. 

Prorection.—Mr. Compton decidedly. 
the best Shaksperian comic man we have. 

T. B.—We believe it is in truth Mrs. Glover’s last 
season. 

Ciown.—There are several best pantomimes. We 
do not think the Princess’s near so good a pan- 
tomime as last year. The opening of the Olympic 
was wretched, but the harlequinade was very 
brisk. Crowquill’s is very excellent. The 

“ Magic Tea Pot” fully deserves all that has 
been said of it. 

An ApMIRER OF THE Drama.—We do not unde 
stand the question asked relative to Miss Kelly. 

Swansea.—If our friend will favour us wit) 2s. in 
postage stamps, we will forward the Journaé for a 
quarter free of postage. 


He is 


Op Drury.—There is no pleasing everybody ; the 
present prices are sufficient and bring good houses 

nightly. 

Y. U.—Certainly not: we cannot expect to see 
such actors as the late Edmund Kean above once 
in a century. 

W. W.—We cannot tell where Tom Thumb is 
perched; we have not heard of him for some 
time. 

Rocnester. — Your newsman can get you the 
Journal trom some of his publishers if you give 
him orders, 

J. H. M.—The lines shall appear in our next. 

WInpsor.—Can you inform me whether Mr. Henry 
Betty has been applied to, to act before Her Ma- 
jesty? You had better enquire of Mr. C. Kean; 
we are afraid Mr, Betty is not one of Mr. Kean’s 
select clique. 

Bayswater.—I cannot get the Theatrical Journal 
any where near my residence. Tell your news- 
man to bring it you from Town every Thursday. 

Wittram Witiiams.—Mr. Charles Young's last 
appearance was in Hamlet; he acted the Stranger 
the week preceeding. 

Civis.—The case of Hudspeth v. Yarnold was tried 
on Monday last; the verdict was for the plaintiff. 

A.—The Mr. Rouse of Fulham, whose lamentable 
and untimely death occurred a few days back, 
was the nephew of the respected Mr. Thomas 
Rouse, of the Giecian Saloon. 

Tuespis.—Is wrong ; the farce at the Olympic he 
alludes to was heard to the end. If J. Reeves 
had been perfect, the farce would have gone well, 
It is the public fault in applauding such would be 
actors that authors have nota fair chance; as 
regards his other observation, we refer Thespis 
to the fable of the “ Old Man and His Ass. 

Campey,.Town.—IIIness and the inclemency of the 
weather prevented our attending. the performance 
of the amateurs at the Institution on Tuesday. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1850. 
THE ADVENTURES OF A 
VICTIM OF THE “LAW’S DELAY.” 
Cuarter LV. 

This intimacy ripened; mutual invitations 
to tea and dinner were honored; the Straw- 
berry Beds, Lucan, the Wren’s Nest, Kings- 
town, &c., were afterwards oft the scenes of 
many pleasant excursions; and it was during 
those happy moments that the soft tales of love 
were told that eventually made them one. In 
some six months from their first interview, 
those two were, by an Episcopal clergyman, 
united together in the holy bonds of matri- 








mony, nemcon. Immediately after which, 
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they repaired to the Dargle, accompanied by | and a large, commanding shop, at the corner 


some dozen friends and relatives ; where, after 
celebrating the nuptials in a truly, hospitable, 
and hibernian style—which set at rest all my 
father’s doubts of Irish hospitality — they 
again steered towards the metropolis. One 
feature struck my parent most amazingly; the 
innumerable quantity of beggars that escorted 
and took up their abode with the wedding cor- 
tege. He would, betimes, imagine that a grand 
council of paupers was convened, they were so 
numerous, and their witty and professional 
manner of appealing to the ‘ tender mercies ” 
of the charitable were not to be resisted. It 
is truly an ‘ill wind that blows nobody good ;” 
for the forlorn and ragged troop came in for 
a liberal supply of the refuse food; and, as 
evening set in, and dancing commenced, the 
* outside guests’ availed themselves of the 
strains of the fiddle, the clarionet, and the 
Irish bagpipes—which by-the-bye, has a most 
melodious effect in the precincts of a woody 
country—and joined, as it were by instinct, 
the passion for the dance. All this to my pa- 
rent was strange and highly amusing, and 
afforded him much mirth, being one of the 
happiest days of his life ; and, as the evening 
waxed, and preparations were made for the 
return, never could he forget the truly whole- 
sale, original, and witty sayings and benedic- 
tions that were showered upon the wedding 
party on their departure, accompanied huzzas, 
and cries of “‘ Pais, plintie, and gud luck to the 
ladys and gintlimin;” ‘‘they’re the rale 
stuff ;” “*may they never know want.” The 
party jogged along amid the friendly huzzas 
of the peasants, and reached the city at 
12 p.m. ; where the bride was safely deposited 
under the future protection of the bridegroom. 
The establishment of my parents were now 
incorporated into one, and conducted exclu- 
sively at my father’s house—the business be- 
ing that of the sale of hats, caps, bonnets, 
ribbons, lace, and furs. By acombined atten- 
tion to business, trade poured in on them so 
rapidly, they were weekly increasing the num- 
ber of persons in their employment. My pa- 
rent was now a step-father to five children— 
three girls and two boys;—the fruits of my 
mother’s first marriage. The girls became es- 
pecially useful in the bonnet department ; and, 
so far from being an incumbrance, their ser- 
vices were very lucrative. Business thrived 
so well with my parents, they were obliged to 
be on the alert for more spacious premises ; 





of Abbey and Chapel Streets becoming unte- 
nanted at this period, they became the 99- 
year leased tenants of it, at the rent of £100 
per annum, where the biographer of his parents 
united debut in business, drew his first breath, 
and from which he intends to trace all the 
moving incidents that has attended him through 
the checkered scenes of life—taking a bird’s 
eye, or prima facie glance at “* men and man- 
ners,” as he has glided through the varied 
currents of life; and, if the reader will jour- 
ney (friendly) on with the ‘ Victim,” until he 
extricates himself from the clique of boarding 
and day schools, ‘ birch administrators,” he 
will take himself across the broad, blue, and 
green waves of the Atlantic; give him a ‘‘ ge- 
nuine peep” into Brother Jonathan’s ‘* Curio- 
sity Shop ’”’—containing a great and diversified 
collection of eccentric human characters, not 
forgetting ‘‘ mushroom patriots and literary (?) 
prodigies’—and pilot him safe back to the 
capital of Smoke, Manchester, (visiting Erin 
homeward bound) hoping that the cargo, he 
may have taken on board during the voyage, 
will hereafter afford him pleasure and satisfac- 
tion. 


ROYAL ENTERTAINMENT. 
BY COMMAND. 

Her Majesty’s servants performed, at Windsor 
Castle, on Friday, February 1, 1850, Skakspere’s 
Tragedy of ‘ Julius Casar,’’ 

Julius Cesar .... Mr. C. Fisher .. Drury Laue, 
Octavius Cesar ... Mr. L. Murray ... New Strand, 
Marcus Antonius Mr. C. Kean .... Hayma-ket. 
Popilius Lena ... Mr. Harris....+2 

Marcus Brutus .. Mr. Macready .. 

Cassius .....--.. Mr. J. Wallack .. Haymarket. 
Casca ..++eeee06 Mr. Cooper....e-- Drury Lane 
Trebonius ......- Mr. Cathcart.... Drury Lane. 
Decius ....-006-+» Mr. Cullenford .. 

Metillus Cimber Mr. Caufield.... Haymarket. 
Cinna .......ee08 Mr. Worrell j..... Adelphi. 
Flavius ....... ee Mr. Cathcart, jun. Glasgow. 
Soothsayer ...-., Mr. W. Davidge. Drury Lane. 
Servius 200 cocese Mr. Everett ...... Dru'y Lane. 
Titinius ...... eee Mr. F. Cooke .. Lyceum. 
Varro .......6.-.. Mr. Coe......... Haymarket, 
Lucius........+.-.. Mr. G. Webster 
Pindarus........... Mr. Binge...... 

First Citizen ...... Mr. Ray ........ Princess’s 
Second Citizen .«. Mr. Addison .... Birmingham 
Third Citizen ...... Mr. Clarke ..,, Haymarket. 
Calphurnia ...... Mrs. F. Saville... Sheffield. 
Portia .....cee.+. Mrs. Warner .... 

Ladies in attendance on Calphurnia, Miss Woulds 
and Miss A. Woulds (Haymarket), 

Senators, Citizens, Guards, Attendants, &c. 
Scene, during a greater part of the play, at Rome ; 
afterwaads at Sardis, and near Philippi. 
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Director ......00+.se0¢+ e+e+Mr. Charles Kean. 
Assistant Director......... ..» Mr. George Ellis. 
The theatre arranged and the scenery painted by 
Mr. Thomas Grieve.” 


The dramatic entertainments at Windsor Castle 
next Friday will consist of the romantic sketch of 
** King Rene’s Daughter,’ in which Mrs. Charles 
Kean will appear as Jolanthe, wtth Messrs. Charles 
Kean, James Wallack, Webster, Howe, Rogers, 
Wentworth, and Miss P. Horton, in their original 
parts. After which will be presented the petite 
comedy of‘ Charles XII.,” with a remarkably strong 
cast, in which will be included the following popular 
artists: —Messrs. James Wallack, We)ster, Harley. 
Leigh Murray, Boyce, Miss Mordaunt, and Miss 
Kathleen Fitzwilliam. 


LONDON CLOWNS. 
BARRY 

Though he has many times appeared in 
pantomime, we must look upon him more in 
the light of a “‘ring” clown. At Astleys, he 
has repeatedly supported the part, and on one 
occasion he was engaged at the Victoria. 
We candidly assert that we do not consider 
him a good stage clown, in fact we think his 
popularity in the menage causes his deficiences 
as the Christmas trickster to be overlooked. 
Most of the Astley’s pantomimes have been 
written by Nelson Lee, Barry figuring in 
**Tam O’Shanter”’ in 1843, and in nearly all 
those which have followed. This season we 
are glad to find he devotes himself entirely to 
the scenes in the circle. 

RIDGWAY 
is always more than passable. There is a 
fair share of humour about him. He has 
been up and down, to large houses and small, 
he was engaged at Covent Garden in “ Guy, 
Earl of Warwick,” in 1841 ; and at the Surrey 
in * £, s. d., or Pounds, Shillings, and 
Pence,” in 1844. This season he fills Stilt’s 
place, a change we think highly approved by 
the audience. We say this not out of any 
disrespect to Mr. Stilt, but the ’mimes at the 
Wells having of late seasons contained a repe- 
tition of a series of tumbles and sommersaults, 
the auditory must have been pleased to find a 
clown in a very different style engaged for the 
“Dragon of Wantley,” and their old friend 
Stilt at the same time getting on in the world. 
MATHEWS 

has long held the position of King of Clowns, 
and we think deservedly for he is certainly 
something in the cut of the Grimaldi. There 
are peculiarities about Mathews that we see in 
no other, the turning of the toes inwards, the 
hands in the pockets, and best of all, the gri- 





maces, show that he has many claims to the 
‘‘mantle” that somany aspire to. He is 
moreover a capital singer, there is not a man 
on the boards can run through the clown’s 
routine of ditties like Tom, and though he is 
getting old and young clowns spring up 
annually, there is not one of them gives ‘ Hot 
Codlings’ or ‘Tippitywichet’ with anything 
like the effect he produces. He dances also 
with much spirit, his hornpipe is always a 
great favourite and his imitations of Duvernay 
were nightly encored. The following are 
among his doings for the last ten years ; 
** Riddle me, riddle me ree,” Olympic, 1841 ; 
“Harlequin William Tell,” Drury Lane, 
1842; ‘ Blue Beard,” Adelphi. 1843; 
** Harlequin Robinson Crusoe,” Drury Lane 
1844; and also at the same theatre in the 
two following years in ‘* Harlequin Gulliver,” 
and “* St. George and the Dragon.” In 1847 
he enlisted under Mrs. Warner for ‘ Eyes 
Nose, and Mouth ; in 1848 at the re-opening 
of the Surrey by Shepherd and Miss Vincent 
he supported the ‘‘ Ladye Nancy Bell;” and 
he has just concluded his labours in ‘* Laugh 
and Grow Fat.” We thought a season or 
two ago that time was working on him like it 
does on most of us, but really this year he 
has been as rollicking as ever. 








PROVINCIAL. 





MANCHESTER. 

Cooke’s Circus Royal.—Last Monday night week 
was devoted to the benefit of the proprietor, (Mr. 
William Cooke,) whose bill of fare was so attractive 
as to cause the house to be overflowed; there were 
two new spectacles performed, also an entire change 
of scenes in the circle, including Mr. Wm. Cooke’s 
inimitable and daring treble leap act which elicited 
immense thunders of applause; and this week 
another new spectacle has been produced called 
“Valentine and Orson,” from the well known tale 
of that name. Mr. Alfred Cooke as Valentine, and 
Mr. William Cooke as Orson the wild man, are ex- 
cellent, and very effective in their parts; on Tuesday 
evening a performance was given by the liberal pro- 
prietor, for the benefit of the Night Asylum and 
School of Industry, under the patronage of the 
Mayor. 

Theatre Royal.— The pantomime continues to 
draw large houses notwithstanding the fact that this 
is the sixth week ofits performance. The excellent 
comedy of the “ Serious Family,” has been re- 
placed by the extravaganza of “ Cinderella,” from 
the fairy tale of that name, a spectacle replete with 
imposing situations and gorgeous effects. Shelley’s 
play of “ Calynos,” is we believe in preparation, 
likewise a tragedy called the ‘* Jewess.” 

Casino.—The Christmas festival is sti'l a source 





of attraction at this favourite promenade, and has 
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been visited by almost as many as the pantomime 
at the Royal. At this establishment mental and 
physical enjoyment are obtainable in as great purity 
and at as low a charge as any of a similar character. 

Colosseum.—The Lauri family are the chief at- 
traction here at present, and well do they earn the 
encomiums nightly bestowed upon them. A very 
clever family, truly. The other entertainments are 
of a recherche description, combining relaxation 
and intellectual enjoyment in an eminent degree. 

Athenaum.—Grand Assuult at Arms.—The an- 
nual assault of arms was given in the Lecture Thea- 
tre of this institution on Monday evening, by the 
members of the Gymnastic Club. The attendance 
was highly respectable and very numerous, the 
spacious room being filled in every part. There 
were two prizes to be awarded for the best hand at 
single stick and foils, the former of which was 
gained by Mr. Dyson, and the latter by another 
member of the club whose name we did not hear; 
the contests displayed much skill and activity and 
reflect great credit on the master of the club. The 
broad sword exercise by ten of the members was 
also gone through, and elicited numerous rounds of 
applause ; the entertainment which gave general 
satisfaction concluded about 10 o’clock after a vote 
of thanks had been given to the club, proposed by a 
stranger present. 

SueFFIELD.—Mr. Macready took his farewell of 
this audience on Friday, January 25th, the play 
was ‘* Richelieu.” 

Giascow.—The management of Mr. E. Glover 
succeeds famously: our latest star was Miss Helen 
Faucit, who drew good houses. Macready appears 
shortly. 

LrEps.—Princess’s.—The Misses Lebatt have 
appeared with their usual success. Mr. Pelham is 
now acting manager and the establishment appears 
to succeed admirably. 

Braprosp.—Mr. Mosely is now finishing his 
season. The benefits upon the whole have been 
satisfactory. 

Hutu.—Mr. G. Owen has appeared at the theatre 
Royal with much success. He has acted Shylock, 
Zanga, Sir Giles, and King Lear. 

Derby.—Mr. Watkins Burroughs, twenty years 
ago a popular actor at the Adelphi and other metro- 
politan theatres, is now playing in Mr. Saville’s 
company in the Nottingham and Derby circuit. On 
the occasion of this veteran actor recently taking a 
benefit at Derby, he was assisted by another Nestor 
of the stage, James Gibbon, the celebrated ballad 
singer at the Surrey ‘Theatre nearly half a century 
back, This ancient vocalist, who is now in his se- 
venty-second year, kindly volunteered his services 
and sang two songs, ‘* Lovely Woman,” and ‘‘ The 
lass that loves a sailor,’’ with wonderful power, con- 
sidering his great age; some of his notes are, we 
hear, as rich and mellow as ever. Mr. Gibbon is, 
we understand, a native of Derby. 

FiymoutiH.—Mr. Reeves and Miss Lucombe have 
drawn excellent houses at the above theatre, where 
they have appeared each evening during the past 
week. 

SwansEa.—Lesseé Mr. F. Barton.—The season 
terminated here on Monday with Miss Goddard's 
benefit, on which occasion the house was more fa- 
shionably attend-d than on any night of the season, 





The performance was “ Romeo and Juliet,” bein& 
under the distinguished patronage of the officers of 
the garrison. Miss Goddard appeared for five nights 
supported in a very able manner by Mr. Caple. 
Their performances of the ‘* Lady of Lyons,” the 
‘“ Stranger,”’ the ‘‘ Wonder,’’ &c, are spoken of in 
unqualified terms of approbation by the provincial 
press, and so great was the impression made by this 
talented actress that many of the old play-goers were 
heard to assert that they had seen no actress that 
could equal her since the days of Mrs. Siddons. We 
regret however to hear that the season has not been 
a profitable one, nor has the company been alto- 
gether so efficient as we have been in the habit of 
seeing under the late lessee, Mr. Newcombe. Mr. 
Barton will no doubt obviate this should he visit us 
again. We hear he is forming a circuit of several of 
the Welsh towns and we wish him better success. 

NEWCASTLE-oN-TYNE.—Mr. R. F. Smith the 
popular low comedian takes his benefit to-night, 
(Monday Feb. 4) when a bumper house is expected. 
The lessee, Mr. FE. Davis is much liked here. 

Liverroo..—Liver.—Our fair manageress Miss 
Anne Newby acted Mrs. Haller, for the benefit of 
Mr. Robert Edgar, on Wednesday with signal suc- 
cess, receiving and meriting universal approbation. 
The house was crammed. 

SouTHAMPTON.—The business improves, and the 
season no doubt will prove a very successful one. 
The “ Lady of Lyons’’ sustained by amateurs drew 
a good house last week. 

Torquay.—There has not been any very striking 
novelty lately: ‘ Sweethearts and Wives ” was per- 
formed last week under distinguished patronage. 
The Billy Lackaday of the lessee Mr. Dvel excited 
great laughter. 

CarRLis_tE.—The city theatre is extremely well 
attended every evening. The last novelty was the 
‘Battle of Waterloo,” which drew a crowded 
audience. 

BrrMINGHAM.— Mr. Macready’s last performance 
will take place here, where he commenced his thea- 
trical career, but it will not be until after he has 
played his farewell engagement at the Haymarket. 

DunpEe.— Theatre Royal.—“ Turpin’s Ride to 
York,” has been very well produced here; Mr. 
Harwood personated the hero, ably supported by 
R. T. Cobham (as Tom King) and the full strength 
of the company. ‘* Mazeppa,” also excellently 
put upon the stage, has been played several nights. 
Mrs. J. W. Anson’s Olintka, and Mr. Harwood’s 
Cassimer, assisted by his beautiful mare, Black Bess 
received great and deserved applause. 

NeEwcastLe on TyNE.— During the week the 
new pieces of “¢ Time Tries All” and the “ Loving 
Woman” have been performed ; on Friday Colonel 
Poole and ‘the officers of the garrison gave their 
patronage. Mr. R. F. Smith, the low comedian 
took his benefit on Monday, when the playgoers of 
Newcastle gave him a bumber. 





Shakspeare, though one of the most generous 
of men, was a great higgler. He was often known 
to dispute with a shopkeeper for half an hour in the 
matter of a penny. 

Virgil, was so fond of salt, that he saldom went 
out without a box full of salt in his pocket, which 
he made use of from time to time, as men of the 
present day use tobacco. 
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OUR CHATTER=B OX. 


We perceive that the night fixed for the benefit 
of Mr. Morgan, Box Saloon Keeper, and Pit check 
taker, at Sadler’s Wells theatre, is on a day that can- 
not escape the memory of his friends and the pub- 
lic, being on the 14:h of February, a well known 
day amorgst the younz and old for receiving of 
letters of a particular discription called Valentines, 
Mr. Morgan is so well kuown by the frequenters of 
the theatre as to his urbanity of manners that it 
requires little from us in his behalf. 

We understand that Mr. H. Betty is studying the 
character of Spartacus, in the tragedy of that name, 
by tie author of ** Rural Sonnets,” &c., &c. This 
tragedy was originally brought out at the Theatre 
Royal, Bath, and subsequently performed at the 
Theatre Royal, Manchester : it was also played, with 
great applause, for many consecutive nights at the 
Surrey and Victoria Theatres. 

The Royal Italian Opera House Hotel, better 
known as the “ Garrick’s Head,’ Bow-street, has 
now again assumed its wonted notoriety. Here 
may be seen the far-famed Baron Nicholson in all 
his glory surrounded by a phalanx of talent which 
no other Court but the well-known “ Judge and 
Jury’ can boast of. We see by advertisements that 
Mr. Serjeant Castello has a night appropriated to 
himself on Wednesday the 20th inst. when one of 
the most interesting trials ever remembered will 
take place in this court. All the well known talent 
with several new counsellcrs recently admitted to 
the Bar are engaged upon the occassion, ‘Lhe 
critical powers of the learned Serjeant Castello are 
too well known to require any comment from us. 
Those who have heard him are sure to attend the 
court, those who have not heard his brilliant talent, 
will lose a splendid treat by not attending. 

Review.—We have before us the last number cf 
the Practical Eiocutionist, a collection of recitations, 
chiefly from modern authors, and including a num- 
ber of criginal pieces not to be found in any other 
work, together with essays on elocution, &c., and 
notes critical and explanatory. Edited by Henry 
Tyrrell, Esq., teacher of Elccution, &e. No young 
male or female should be without this valuable 
work. We strongly recommend it to all lovers of 
the drama, and amateurs. No library can be con- 
sidered complete without it. 

Sapter's Writs.—A new romantic play is in re- 
hearsal at this house. It will be pioduced in the 
course of a few days. 

Batre.—The ‘ Bondman,”. (one of the most 
celebrated operas of our countryman, Mr. Balle), 
was produced on the 26th at the Royal Theatre, 
Berlin, with complcte success. As Berlin is (musi- 
cally) the most fastidious capital of | urope, to have 
passed its ordeal triumphantly, puts the seal on the 
continental reputation of our Irish composer. The 
King and Queen, and all the other members of the 

‘val family were present. Mr. Balfe conducted the 
orchestra; he was called for at the close of the 
second act, and again at the fall of the curtain, 
when he was greeted by the audience with the most 
cordial applause. Mr. Balfe was congratulated 
during the evening on his success by most of the 
musical and literary celebrities of Berlin. 











ApeLrut.—A new farce will be the next novelty 
at this theatre. Wrightand Bedford have parts in 
it. 

O.ymric.—A new historical play, in five acts, is 
in prepuration here; also, a drama, in which the 
whole of the company will appear. 





* sdaaecetel 


TO OUR READERS. 
We beg to announce our intention of commencing 
in our next, an authentic Memoir of 
MRS. MOWATT. 


In two parts. 





MRS. MOWATT, IER EARLY LIFE AND VICISSITUDES’ 
MRS. MOWATT, AS AUTHORESS AND ACTRESS. 

This Article would have appeared before, but our 
desire to make it as perfect as possible has caused 
its delay, 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 


J. ARIA MANNING, Gecrge Manning, Bloom. 
\ field Rush, taken from life during their 





trials. —A cast in plaster of Mr. O’Connor, with a’ 


plan of the kitchen where he was murdered. Models 
of Stanfield-hall and Potash-farm are now added to 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON'S EXHIBITION BAZAAR, Baker- 
street, Portman-square.—Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten.—Admittance, 1s.; 
small room, 6d. extra. 





RAND BAL MASQUE.—CASINO DE 
J VENISE, 218, High Holborn.—Duly licensed, 
—The firsts BAL MASQUE at this establishment 
will take place on Thursday next, when the orches- 
tra will be considerably argumented, Conductor, 
Mr. Packer.—The spacious and splendid Salle de 
Danse, with accomodation for 3,000 persons, will 
be newly decorated and brilliantly illuminated, and 
no expense spared torender this Bal Masque equal 
to anything yet witnessed in London. Six M.C.’s, 
under Mr. Jarvis, have been appointed. Supper in 
in the upper saloon at one o’clock.—Admission ds. 
‘Tickets to be had at the principel music warehouses 
and libraries at the West-end and City. Costumier, 
Mr. Nathan, Castle-street, Leicester-square. Doors 
open at half-past nine ; commence at ten. Persons 
in the costumes of Clown, Pantaloon, &c., not -ad 
mitted. 
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